      On Subject - Predicate Agreement in Spanish

Igor A. Bo lsha ko v

Alexan der F. Gelb ukh

Grig ori Sido ro v

In the paper, sub jectival relation in Spanish is studied. It connects the grammat i-

cal predicate of a clause with it s subject. Possib le forms of subjectival su b tree

are enumerated. The rules of morp hological agreement b etween the su b ject and

the p redicate are given using a formal metalanguage. It is s upposed that the su b-

ject always is marked with the values of the gramm atical categories that p artic i-

pate in the agre e ment. The rules for deducing these categories for coordinated

phrases are form u lated.

1  I
                  NTRODUCTION

Dependency grammars describe intra - sentence structures through dep endency

relations b etween different wordform s. As all languages, Sp anish has an impo r-

tant syntactic relation that connects the head of a sentence called grammatical

predicate (the governor in the sy n tactic relation) with the subject of the same

sentence (the dependent). Some information on Sp anish g rammar can be found

in [ Seco 1 968 , Esbozo  19 98 , Constantino  197 7 ] .

Any syntactic relation in dependency grammars can b e thought of as an a r row

pointed from the governor to the dependent. The Meaning Û  Tex t theory a s-

cribes a label to each such arrow. For t he syntactic relation under consideration,

this label is just sub jectival,  though, within the Meaning Û  T ext theory

[Me l´